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A note of friendly appreciation and a very sincere and hearty 
thanks to all the people listed here below for their outstanding com- 
munity enthusiasm and cooperation without which the Oakville 
Centennial Fair could not have nurtured and grew to a reality. 

To those who contributed any information or photographs, a 
sincere thank you is expressed. 

RICHARD YOUNG, Revenue Chairman 


We have greatly enjoyed gathering the data, talking to the old. 
timers, doing the writing, preparing the layout, and collecting photos, 
necessary to the preparation and execution of the historical section 
of this Oakville Centennial Souvenier Book. We would like to dedicate 
it to our fellow members in the community who have made Oakville 


a good place to live. 
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Evebap) Ahn karte BA 


We would also like to thank the people who regularly attended 


meetings to help us get the necessary historical information. 


MR. JOHN BECKER MRS. CHAS. KORN 
MR. and MRS. GEORGE BENACK MR. and MRS. F. MOTTE 
MR. EMIL BENACK MR. and MRS. F. THIELE 


MR. HERMAN BERGER MR. SPAHN 
MR. ED. EARLEY MR. and MRS. GEO. WEINREICH 


DR. EVANS MRS. D. WINHEIM 
MR. HERBERT YAEGER 


STEERING COMMITTEE FOR OAKVILLE CENTENNIAL FAIR 
CHAIRMAN W. W. Mayfield 


CO-CHAIRMAN Tom Dace A Cobryer 
SECRETARY Fay Drewer 1976500 
TREASURER Rey. Donald W. Sickbert 


FINANCE CHAIRMEN 


Evelyn Maenner Larry Kieffer 
Dick Scott : Dr. R, A. Koettig — 
Richard Young Jean Dace 


Alton Todtenhaupt Walter Niedringhaus 


E. P. Crecelius 


OAKVILLE FAIR CORPORATION 


BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
PRESIDENT Tom Dace TREASURER Rev. Donald W. Sickbert 


VICE-PRESIDENT Larry Kieffer SECRETARY Fay Drewer 
ATTORNEY James R. Sullivan 


CHAIRMEN OF COMMITTEES 
HOSPITALITY Jean Dace 4-H Larry Kieffer 
REVENUE Richard Young EXTENSION CLUB Fay Drewer 
SPECIAL EVENTS Alton Todtenhaupt SUN BONNETS Evelyn Maenner 
PROGRAMMING Larry Kieffer : BEARDS Dick Scott 
PUBLICITY Dr. R. A. Koetting TICKETS Walter Niedringhaus 
QUEEN CONTEST and BALL Mrs. Richard Young 


A special vote of thanks is due Mr. Frank Franke, who so gener- 
ously made available the grounds on which the Centennial was held. 
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History of Qi 


Officially Oakville is celebrating its 100th 
birthday, but actually its beginning goes much 
further back than that. While the village of 
Oakville has an interesting history, it must 
Share its historical importance and interests 
with the trailway leading into it. 


Way back in 1789 the Spanish Governor 
of Upper Louisiana ordered a trail established 
from St. Louis to Ste. Genevieve. It was known 
as the Kings Trace or Kings Highway. That 
was when this area was part of St. Louis 
proper. Three flags have flown over Oakville, 
French, Spanish, and the Stars and Stripes. 
To the French the trailway was known as Rue 
Royal. To the Spanish it was known as El 
Camino Real. Later it was known as Lovering’s 
Ferry. And then just before the Civil War a 
length of this important trail became known 
as Telegraph Road. Legend has it that the road 
got its name from the telegraph line that ex- 
tended along its route. 


The trail crept along the way of least 
resistance, following the ridgeway as much as 
possible as it wound its way away from St. 
Louis. As it reached the crest of the steepest 
hill there nestled the beginning of Oakville. 
Close beside the roadway, as though seeking 
any company that might chance along the 
way, stood a sturdy stone tavern. It was built 
by Wm. Grates, who was a captain of the army. 
It is claimed that the Captain capitalized his 
rank by bringing his soldiers to his tavern to 
spend their pay. Farther along the little mud 
trail about a quarter of a mile sprawled the 
very first building in the area. It was built 
in 1837 of frame and brick reinforcement be- 
tween the studdings and brick partitions of 
the three rooms. Today those two buildings are 
still standing. They are in excellent condition. 
One is a thriving place of business and the 
other a residence. 


‘Christopher Bernard moved his family into 
the area in 1837. He was a soldier at Jefferson 
Barracks but wanted his family removed from 
Barracks life, so he settled on what is now 
Cliff Cave Road. The family has lived in the 
house ever since, adding to it as the years 
went on, but there is still a part of the 


original structure be- 
ing lived in. Emil 
Bernard is the pres- 
ent resident. 


Among the ori- 
ginal founders’ of 
Oakville were three 
families who moved 
into the area just af- 
ter the Bernards. The 
Koehlerbonn Bieters, 
the Tanzbergers, and 
the Leffarths. In 1848, 4 years later, the cholera 
epidemic claimed both the Beiters’ lives and 
Orphaned their 8 year old son. He was taken 
in and raised by the Tanzbergers. Decendants 
of each of these families are still living in the 
Oakville area and are still very active in com- 
munity affairs. 


In fact one of the Tanzbergers was re- 
sponsible for the original name given the com- 
munity. The area was not always known as 
Oakville. Its first recorded name was Miketown. 
It was named for a man who proved his valor 
during the Civil War. It was during the heat 
of the fighting when most of the young able- 
bodied men were already in the fight. There 
were only 53 men left in the community and 
they were either too old or too young or unable 
to stand the ruggedness of battle. Fighting 
was raging to the south and word came that 
the rebels were breaking through and heading 
north. 


Mike Tanzberger, an Army Captain, real- 
izing the danger which threatened the settle- 
ment, called together all the men who could 
carry a gun. He instructed the women to pack 
their belongings and be ready to move to St. 
Louis should the rebels continue their march 
northward. Then Mike lead the men _ south- 
ward to the Meramec River where they pitched 
their tents and waited for days for the rebels 
to appear. But the enemy was intercepted by 
the Union soldiers and there was no necessity 
for Mike and his brave followers to fight. 
Nevertheless because of Mike’s courage and 
ageressiveness, the people of the area decided 
to name the settlement Miketown, after Mike 
the brave. 
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FINESTOWN 

Finestown was laid out in 1782 by a man 
named Philip Fine. He chose a most prom- 
ising site for the city of his dream. A spot 
low and level near the conflux of the Miss- 
issippi and Meramec Rivers. He operated a 
ferry at the intersection which he called Point. 
The Point became a regular steam boat land- 
ing for packets on the Mississippi river. 

The enterprising Philip dreamed widly of 
Finestown some- 
day overshadow- 
imp thes! yOUNpy oe. 
fur-trading town of 
of St. Louis up 
the river a dozen 
miles to the north. 
But the untamed 
waters of the 
Mississippi rose 
and swirled and 
lashed away again 
and again at all 
his efforts. And 
at his death in 1824 his dream had been lashed 
savagely away for the last time. 

Toady Philip Fine and his few off-spring 
are asleep on a densely wooded slope in a 
secluded ivy-covered nook. The time-touched 
gravestones tell of the uncertainty of child- 
hood at that time. The majority of the sleep- 
ing ones were pathetically young. On the 
stone of Baby John is written: “He lived 18 
months and nine days”. Then underneath, 
“To die is to call the kingdom of Jesus to 
watch Thy child.” 

Philip faces the rising sun and the crumb- 
ling dream of another man — the quarter- 
million dollar unfinished Wood-Smith castle. 
While close-by to the south on the spot where 
his dream city was to have stood, his dream 
has come to pass in an undreamed-of phen- 
omenon — the Union Electric plant — which 
uses more water daily than ‘the entire city of 
St. Louis. 

The permancy of Oakville and its progress 
can be traced directly to the influx of German 
immigrates. The lack of space and opportun- 
ity to expand occupationally and financially 
in the old country made these people acutely 
aware of what the rich, verdant valleys about 
Oakville had to offer them. They eagerly took 


advantage of the opportunity to purchase land 
for as little as eight dollars an acre. 

The Germans are soil- lovers by nature. 
They appreciated the stability that roots sent 
down deep into the good earth, can assure. 
Of all the acres and acres of land they bought, 
none was left to lie idle that could be utilized. 
They worked hard in the fields and gardens. 
In time this area became lush with truck 
pardens. ; 

These industrious resolute citizens worked 
hard; they sat down to eat; they rose up to 
play heartily and clean because of the hap- 
piness in their hearts. They loved good music 
and things of cultural value. The education 
of their young was of great importance to 
them, but their spiritual welfare superseded 
all else. 

THE FIRST CHURCH 

In 1838, the first church in Oakville was 
organized. The original name was German 
Evangelical Congregation of St. Paul. First 
church services and Sunday school were held 
in the Mary Schulte home - a two-room log 
house. In 1844 the first church building was 
erected. It was located on the Old Baumgart- 
ner Road at the north-east of the old cemetery. 
It was made of 
logs. Tradition 
has it that each 
member was re- 
quired to bring a 
log as his contri- 
bution toward the 
building. The first 
pastor, the Rev. C. 
Nollau, came from 
the neighboring 
congregation of 
Mehlville to serve 
the new congrega- 
tion. 

In 1905 the congregation purchased three 
acres of land in Oakville on Telegraph Road 
at the cost of $600. That same year a parson- 


a Rees sm Xe 
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‘age was built at this location along with a 


school house at a cost of $2,820.00. This par- 
sonage still stands and is the dwelling place 
of the present pastor. In 1918 the corner stone 


of the present church was laid — a modern 


red brick structure at a total cost of $24,754.00. 
In 1958 a large educational building was added. 
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History of St. Francis of Assisi Parish 


“In the early days of the history of Oak- 
ville, the catholics of the area worshiped in 
the Assumption church, Mattese, Mo. As the 
decades rolled by, some catholics in the neigh- 
borhood found it more convenient to attend 
the more recently established catholic parish 
of St. Andrew’s in Lemay, Mo. 


“It was not until fairly recently, 1927, that 
the catholics of the locality were organized 
into a parish by the Franciscan, Fr. Lambert 
Brinkmoeller, and chose as their patron St. 
Francis of Assisi. They immediately set to work 
building a church on a piece of property on 
Telegraph Rd. a few hundred feet north of 
Yaeger Rd. on the east side of the road. This 
first structure was a frame building able to 


accommodate about 100 people. During those 
first years, the parishioners used the basement 
of the church for their various social affairs, 
which helped to knit them into a genial, 
- parishminded community. 


“Shortly after the church was begun, the 
people of St. Francis turned their attention 
to providing parochial school facilities for their 
children. They procured two steel portable 
buildings from the Board of Education of the 
City of St. Louis and moved them onto their 
church property to the rear of the church. 
These served as their first school. The children 
were taught by the St. Joseph Sisters from 
Carondelet. 


“In 1938 Fr. Burchard Conrad, O.F.M. be- 
came pastor of St. Francis parish. Under his 


leadership, the parishioners built their present 


brick school building which was completed in 
1941. The old school building was converted 
into a Sisters’ residence, and the Franciscan 
Sisters of Perpetual Help became its first oc- 
cupants, taking over the teaching assignment 
in the school. 


“With the’ passing years, the catholic 
community kept apace with the rapid growth 
of the population. In 1953 the present pastor 
Fr, Viator: Weissler, O.F.M. erected . the: new 
brick church with additional classrooms on 
the ground floor; and in 1955 he built a new 
brick Sisters’ convent just north of the schoo}. 
By 1954 the parish had grown to such an 
extent that it received its first full-time assist- 
and in the person of Fr. Normand Bielicke, 
O.F.M. 


‘In this centenary year, St. Francis of 
Assisi parish is again expanding its school 
facilities by adding 6 more classrooms to the 
ground floor school section of its church build- 
ing. When the school year begins in September, 
St. Francis of Assisi school will have an en- 
rollment of 400 pupils. 


“The people of St. Francis of Assisi parish 
proudly join their fellow citizens in celebrating 


this centenary of civic and religious progress.”’ 


Fr. Viator Weissler, O.F.M. 


WHITE HOUSE 


The St. Louis Jesuit House of Retreats 


High on the crest of a bluff south of 
Oakville, overlooking the Mississippi River, 


stands a haven of peace and rest for the tired 


souls and bodies of men of all faiths. This, 
in’a few words, is White House, the St. Louis 
Jesuit House of Retreats, known today as the . 
model retreat house of the United States and 
perhaps the world, where in 1958, some 4,220 


.men of all walks in life made spiritual retreats. 
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The seventy-five acre park and woodlana, 
formerly the estate of J. Arthur Christopher, 
was purchased on March 6, 1922. The Jesuit 
Fathers who purchased the property were 
represented by Father James P. Monaghan, 
S. J.,. who was founder and builder and inspir- 
er of White House and the Laymen’s Retreat 
League for nineteen years. At his death he 
was succeeded by Father Lawrence Chium- 
inatto, S.J.. who for the last eighteen years 
has guided the work of White House and car- 
ried on and extended magnificently the work 


done by his predecessor. He is assisted at the. 


present time by Father Joseph A. Gschwend, 
S.J., former Master of Novices for the Missouri 
Jesuits. Twenty-one other Jesuit priests have 
assisted at various times during the past thirty- 
seven years. 


The retreat house property has been known 
as White House since 1872, evidently as a re- 
sult of post-Civil War movement to transfer 
the nation’s Capitol from Washington to St. 
Louis, with the White House Farm serving as 
the home of the President. A “triangulation 
point” of the Mississippi River Survey has lony 
been on the limestone bluff and appeared on 
government maps as ‘White House.” The old 
mansion of the estate was converted into a 
chapel, dining room and residence for retreats 
begun in May, 1922. But fire destroyed the 


place in February of 1923. Retreat League 


members became active in raising funds for 


a new building begun in 1924. This was follow- 
ed in 1927 by the beautiful Norman Gothic 
Chapel donated by Mr. and Mrs. Dayton H. 
Mudd. Step by step old wooden dormitories 
were replaced by the spacious stone dormitory 
building containing fifty-three rooms (with 
baths.) Finally the Residence Hall for priests 
and helpers was built in 1952. 


Along a winding walk of the river cliff are 
the fourteen Stations of the Cross. Around the 
grounds, beautified by trees, shrubbery and 
flower-beds, various shrines help to foster the 
spirit of silent recollection and prayer that is 
so striking and essential at White House. 


HISTORY OF 
FAITH EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 


On November 11, 1945, a group of Lutherans 
in the Oakville area met at the home of Mr. 
and Mrs. R. H. Albrecht to organize a Lutheran 
congregation. At that meeting Mr. and Mrs. 
John Gebhardt donated the piece of property 
at Telegraph and Pioneer Drive where the 
church now stands. The following year prep- 
arations were made for a building. A founda- 
tion and basement were made of concrete 
blocks. Next came the building, a chapel pur- 
chased from Jefferson Barracks. It was moved 
to the site in three sections. It was a strange 
sight to see the three large trucks move slowly 
down Telegraph Road, with crews clipping and 
restoring electric and telephone wires across 
the road, a corps of policemen as an escort 
blocking off traffic, as the building was moved. 
It was set ou. the foundation, props removed, 
and the joints made smooth again. Pews and 
all moved right with the church. The church 
was dedicated in October 1947. In 1957 addi- 
tional property was bought to the south for 
future expansion. In 1958 a parsonage was 
purchased oo Martigney Drive. 
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SCHOOLS 


The first schooling of Oakville children 
took place at an old log cabin on Telegraph 
Road, near a large pond. Because the school 
was there the location was known as School- 
pond. 


The school enrollment grew and it became 
necessary to divide the district into what is 
now Point and Oakville, and still later, Bernard 
School. The first Point school was held in the 
kitchen of the Dillon home, (now the home of 
the Spahns). Later property was donated 
across the street for a new school by generous 
members of the community. It is believed by 
some that Point School derived its name be- 
cause of the points of adjoining property that. 
had been donated. Others claim Point was 
always the name of the area on the south 
side of Oakville because the two rivers came 
together in a point. The first building was a 
small rock structure. Later a one room brick 
school was added on — and the teacher usea 
the rock building for his home. 


The school grew and finally became two 
rooms. During the early 20’s the P. T. A. was 
organized by Mrs. Wm. Eiler. P. T. A. meeting's 
were held regularly, by gasoline lantern light, 
in the school rooms. Point School was among 
Ene iirst. to Nave electricity, ‘thanks to‘ Mr. 
Dillon who ran the line from his house. 


About 1930 a new school of three rooms’ 


was built. The original two rooms became the 
auditorium. Instead of tearing down these 
rooms it was decided to tear out the walls and 
build a stage. The remodeling was done by 
‘a local builder, Mr. Baumgartner, at a total 
cost of $800. Although the school itself has 
greatly expanded this portion of the building 
is still being used as a gymnasium and audi- 
torium. 


In the early 30’s through the efforts of 
Mr. Wilson, the principal, the W.P.A. put in 
sewers. A short time later the school lunch 
program was started — at a cost of 7c per 


pupil. 


In January 1947, because of the efforts 
of the Bus Committee, school bus service was 
started. George Dietz was the first bus driver 
for Point School. 


Today Point is consolidated in the R-9 
District, and the school that had its humble 
beginning in a little log kitchen has grown 
into a twelve room structure. It has only six 
grades, each grade separated into two units. 
It has twelve class room teachers, and one 
kindergarten teacher, one French teacher, a 
speech teacher, physical education instructor, 
and a non-teaching principal, and secretary. 
Then there is a nurse in attendance, two cus- 
todians, a matron, and two full-time cooks. 
The enrollment at present is approximately 
350 and growing daily. Plans include the 
addition of a new auditorium and several more 
classrooms. 
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COMBINED PICNIC - POINT AND OAKVILLE SCHOOLS 
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Back Row: Jul Yaeger, Wm. Dorst, Chas. Decker. 

Center Row: Henry Schulte, Oakville teacher; Jim Dempsey, 
Point teacher, Wm. Luther. 

Front Row: Judge John Crecelius, Emma Meyer, Oakville 
teacher; Mrs. Dempsey, Ed Benack. 


OAKVILLE SCHOOL 


Miss Emma Meyer was a teacher at Oak- 
ville school for six years from 1898 to 1904. Mr. 
Henry Schulte was principal then. There were 
just two teachers who divided the full eight 
grades and about 90 pupils between them. The 
pupils were taught not only the necessary three 
R’s, but a livable principle that made for a noble 
character. 


Miss Meyer, now Mrs. Robert Spaulding of 
Villa Ridge, Ill., is twice a mother, and grand- 
mother as many times, and an able efficient 
and influential leader in all civic affairs. 


Miss Meyer’s home was in Clayton, but she 
boarded during school sessions, at the Schneidcr 
home which was located at Yaeger and Tele- 
graph Roads. She walked the three-quarter mile 
to and from school, but on Friday after school 
she was taken to Jefferson Barracks where she 
took the trollie and transferred her way to 
Clayton. spe 


The first Oakville school was built fifty 
years before Miss Meyer’s coming. The first 
teacher was Rudolph Wolkoph. He was followed 
along through the years by Messrs. Schulte, 
Hayes, Grafe, and on to Mr. Emil Bernard. 


Mr. Bernard was in the first graduating 
class held at the Oakville school, which was in 


1898. His teacher was Miss Katherine Lauman. 
And one of the outstanding memories which 
Mr. Bernard has of Miss Lauman is her beauti- 
ful handwriting. And her signature on his di- 
ploma bears out Mr. Bernard’s youthful impres- 
sion. Besides Emil Bernard, there were in the 
graduating class: Laura Crecelius, Lottie 
Schneider, and Ida and Louise Dorst. At that 
time the students had to go to Clayton to take 
the examination for their eighth grade diplom- 
as. It was a two-day affair. The first day Mr. 
Dorst drove the examinees over to Clayton; the 
second day Emil’s father, Mr. Peter Bernard, 
did the honor-driving. 


After graduating, Mr. Bernard attended 
Normal at Cape Girardeau and Washington 
University. Then he returned in 1907 to teach 
two years in his childhood school district. He 
recalls how one corner of the building was 
cracking away. The school board met. After 
weighing everything —~ mostly money, they 
decided to log-chain the sagging corner. It was 
much cheaper that way. So they brought in a 
tightening rod, ran it through the brick walt 
cater-cornered with large plates on the outside 
to prevent the bolts from pulling through the 
weather-weakened chinking. 


The countenance of the venerable educator 
has taken on a softness born of 44 years of un- 
selfish, unsung, immeasurable. services that 
reached with kind understanding deep into 
the fainting heart of the timid, yet soared to 
the height of leadership to beckon on the stout- 
hearted aspirant. 


The Oakville school is now very modern. 
It has seven class rooms and seven class-room 
teachers beside a music teacher, a French, phys- 
ical Ed., and speech teacher, and a principal 
who teaches part-time. There is also a secretary, 
cook, and custodian. The enrollment is about 
200 pupils. 


BERNARD ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 
The Bernard School was the first and only 


(to date) new elementary school erected by 
the Reorganized Mehlville R-9 School District. 
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_ The district was formed by reorganization 
vote on October 27, 1951. The first bond issue 
was passed by the District on May 14, 1953. 


The first section of the Bernard School, 
consisting of seven grade rooms, assembly- 
play room, and cafeteria, was constructed in 
1954, and was occupied early in November of 
that year. A second section, consisting of seven 
class rooms plus other facilities, and a part 
of the February 1956 bond issue, was com- 
pleted by February 1957. The building can be 
expanded to twice its present 14-room size. 
When completed, it would then take the form 
of a complete quadrangle. 


The Bernard School building is located 
on an 18.3 acre site, and is the most centrally- 
located of the six elementary schools. It is 
located in the former Oakville School District, 
at 1054 Forder Road, between Lemay Ferry 
and Telegraph Roads. 


In the Spring of 1954, the Board of Edu- 
cation decided to name this school the Bernard 
School in honor of Emil H. C. Bernard, retired 
Superintendent. 


Mr. Bernard spent his entire teaching 
career in the schools of Mehlville and Mehl- 
ville R-9 — a total of 44 years. He served as 
Superintendent of the District for 41 years. 


THE ROADS LEADING. TO OAKVILLE 


Telegraph Road was originally the Road 
of the Kings, but it was also the road of mud 
and stumps, and stones. In the winter back 
in the good old days the snow laid level up 
to two feet, and drifted to head-high; the 
Mississippi River was frozen over so deep as to 
permit horses and wagons to cross over and 


save ferry fare: there were only fireplaces to, 


burn you in front and freeze you behind as 
the temperature fell to zero and stayed there; 
the woodpile dwindled from heaping to only 
one more armful — that is when the earth 
froze to almost bottomless and turned into 
mud come a thaw. : 


The thin tires of wagon and buggy wheels 
cut deep into the mire and when the wagons 
were loaded the horses plodded almost knee 


deep in mud. Telegraph Road was the first 
road to be paved. William Weinreich was the 
road boss then. 


Telegraph Road did not always follow the 
exact route in those days that the modern 
concrete strip we know today, does. When the 
highway was built they removed a few curves, 
etc. —- because modern transportation clipped 
along at a faster pace than did the Stage- 
coach, and horse and buggy. Telegraph Road 
was originally the route of the Stagecoach 
and where Mr. Weinreich now has his wheat 
field was a portion of the old Stage route. It 
came out from town and then continued West- 
ward. It crossed the Meramec River just about 
where the bridge now crosses — in fact when 
the bridge was built the iron bands that held 
the cables for the old cable ferry across the 
river, were still embedded in a sturdy oak tree. 


-Mr. Christopher, for whom Christopher 
Drive was named, was responsible for the pav- 
ing of Christopher Drive. He bought a car and 
the deep muddy ruts of the wagons and bug- 
gies, made car. driving most unpleasant. So 
Mr. Christopher paid for the making of Christo- 
pher Drive from the John Schnell’s to the 
White House. 


Christopher Drive and Becker Road will 
never wear out. Emil Early and his son Edward 
took care of that. Emil Early was the road 
boss then. He saw that the road bed was cut 
to about eight inches on the outside and com- 
ing up shallow to about 3 inches in the middle 
to allow for good drainage. Then loads of 


_rip-rap were dumped on the side. Each stone 


was stood on end, one at a time, making sure 
the stones were laid even in height with the 
roadbed. Any rocks that were too big were 
broken into the right size by men sitting on 
sacks of straw and swinging heavy macadam 
hammers. Dirt was tamped into the cracks 
to give the rocks firmness before smaller crush- 
ed stone was spread over the top to even the 
surface 


However for many years there were two 
Christopher Drives to confuse visitors to Oak- 
ville. Very recently again through the efforts 
of J. Arthur Christopher, they were joined 
together at the bottom of the hill near the 
Missouri Pacific tracks and the road became 
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much more funtional. However this time the 


macadam hammers were replaced by heavy 
roadmak: 
ing equip- 
ment, and 
the drain- 
age was 
Leach se} 
care of by 
| ey o. 
drainage 
sewers. 
We hope 
the road 
is as sturdy and long lasting as the one laid 
by the older method. 


Many of the well-known roads around 
Oakville were named after a pioneer family 
who owned property adjoining the road: Yaeger, 
Baumgartner, Heintz, Erb, Susan, Bernard, 
' Forder, Milburn, Mehl, Becker, and Fine roads. 
In many cases the landowners donated the 
property on which the roads were built. The 
County Highway Department then sent out 
a crew to build the roads. For various sections 
of the county there were roadbosses — these 
men made sure the roads were in usable con- 
dition at all times. It was their job to keep 
the grass off them in the summer and the 
snow cleared off in winter. As we enjoy the 
good roads of Oakville today it is hard to 
realize that many of them were actually hand 
laid — and the basic stones actually broken 
by hand. 


FIRST MAIL DELIVERY 


The first pony express kind of mail de- 
livery was run by a woman, Mrs. Schultz, who 
ran the trail between Jefferson Barracks and 
Oakville every morning. The mail was carried 
in a large bag and tied to the saddle. Only on 
this mail run there was no time element in- 
volved. 


In these early years practically no one 


watched the time because there was.so much 
of it. That was when Jefferson Barracks was 
bustling and snapping briskly with well-trained 
soldiers, cavalry and infantry. During the 
threat of hostility men of gallantry with love 


of country making them stout of heart, vol- 
unteered to fight for whatever there was to 
fight for. At one time one of Oakville’s remem- 
bering ones, Mr. Franklin Motte, who lived 
(when a boy), right across from the Barracks 
on a large farm, recalls how the volunteers 
poured into the Barracks and had no place to 
sleep. Tne men were forced to scout about for 
‘heir cwn comforts. Many of the men came to 
vie Mottes for comm shucks and hay and straw 
to make them a place to sleep. 


The post office was standing at the north- 
west corner of the parade ground. Then a 
street car clicked down through the tunnel of 
the tall trees and squeaked to a turn near the 
post office. Here the mail-runner collected the 
man from the “big” post office and took him 
to Oakville. The Oakville post office was locat- 
ed in the Schneider store, more of a saloon 
with food sold on the side. Here the people of 
the community came to pick up their mail. 


Rural Free Deliv- 
ery was initated :n 
the ‘early, 1900's. The 
first mail carrier un- 
der this new systern 
was Joe Surgent. 
Then in 1913 Judge 
Kassabaum appoint- 
ed Frank Vogel, who 
carried the mail reg- 
ularly about thirty years. When Rural 
Free Delivery came into being and _ every- 
body was required to put up a mailbox, an 
enterprising man, Dick Mund put in a supply 
of boxes, the only kind they had then — round 
at the bottom, and not nearly big enough to 
handle the Sears, Roebuck catalog. 


PROGRESSIVE FARMING 


Farming was of course, the major occu- 
pation in the Oakville area for many years. In 
1914 insect pests began killing many of the 
fruit trees in the area. At one of the local 
meetings of the Farmer’s Club, Emil Bernard 
suggested the farmers get in touch with the 
University of Missouri Extension Service. Mr. 
T. J. Talbert, extension entomologist, came to 


49 oe 


= 


a 
—_ 
~ — 
——- eo: of 
ae a ae can 


7 


tov ,funost Y6 Sone: stress gotaheet yao. io af ‘seer tri) -tovawolk spit 
of om suodd reveledw vot digi o) bewolgy yynon yd a aad ef 
-evanted 2'glikyelsO ta sao ond os YA oot Migth 

Levil ony 920M ait aM ean gid 
tyne ond mont ganios hhgty (vod s reartor) 
aie towoy Sth wert gllnoot rs Sattol. a 1) 
of did Oh bart bits atone sift alii Byte 
wi Juods JApR OF basic! iow feat oat quale 
ot anigo cand edt to. ye .2dietmes ive wt 
wirda ooh Yor brie cHotide moo fob euiiet er: 
qaal2 os DOE, B ges sere od 


dyin ot) MB grubiele enw aaitte J20K4 wl's 

r nec? tavern osheieq oh io cenoa Jegw 
to toni at iseott nwob badoily nes jagtte 
efi oor and & 0} besovpe bers. e994) thas oh 


~~ 


ee 


pa 


a Le a an 


biel ano srt es saithtnan gaol baa | 


ont Hijostion wreantlisa: sl sts sofkte Jeng bord 

mf wood hive eoitte deoq “pid” aff mort nem bavois z2baor cworddliew ot ‘ei A 
~<90! anw asillo Jay stiivais’ att ahyarO ol yviionat PSG 6 ATS hantsan oF Bh bi 
nogiee 6 to siom ,gsote dabiettitioe ond tt be vges¥ Tbaor or) gridiophs yr: ae Se 
lo siqosg ons cist biz of > blige book riliw bisnisd yiseve Wa stool! ee 


disms, tier) au doiq GF ontis ‘etirisminies Pya, eheon oat bite 194195e iooM mH 
eit boisaob eionwohtisl of} em 
oT Jind siow ebsot sits asinine | 
two deca colt tastiteeqed vai ‘ie 
emoitos, evaitay 10% absov arly DED a: 
ngertl -. aazzodhwot stew sists Ue 
“top gldweein fi sisw abseot ord que 4 
sighut ELOY rd sont oot ob doy wad! eew JT .zorttt: 
tidoquas ‘erent aft bis ‘iooumive ay oi miork Hom 
ow .Jog0V sere’ bo ai yojtis sw zA “siniw ni Tho faite 
-got herons otis Deltas of basd ci di ysbo? silivasO io ,¢ 
yitirl) juede yhiety bersi! yiPeides s19w sisi) to rsa i: 
7 nontwnd ylisuica eomol2. siead vad bh 


ils! 9994 jena 

fm botslumt aaw yrs 
aft 2 OOOL yinwe opll 
“iy Mire tier dew 
aivteye wor eit tb 
lrmeye 90 enw 


abeine a 


isigh cedw etaey 
“pie bas gnied oti seo yraviie sot 
ns xgdlisat 6 qu Inq of boritips eaw ybod 
yiagne 5 oh tq baum doll ant gniviiqrains 
binot — oti? Rad yor! brit! ya git aaxod-to 
o4 Aguons gid ytisont Jom bis ,moied old se VATE AAI ‘Ye 
goistse Wsudoot 21888 obs athens | 
-sb liset to baa ESTAR it 


or Slyios 2M Li i Bo 
ne atysisd poaliol is ide 
ee ne ‘Teast ofl 30 


hate ne a mea 


DUUATAN SVERAAIORT. 


“goo Jojam gcd sates to enw ‘pole 
ab ermay qenkin Fn abhi oat ia npr 


the Geo. Weinreich farm to conduct experi- 
ments, and to teach the farmers how to prune, 
how to spray trees, how to use fertilizer effec- 
tively — in fact to introduce scientific farm- 
ing. Other experiments were conducted through 
the years and the farmers began to_ profit 
more and more as the quality of their produce 
was improved. In 1929, Geo. Weinreich was 
named Master Farmer of Missouri, largely as 
result of the demonstration meetings held on 
his farm from January through November — 
with a total of 431 people attending at various 
times. 53: farmers also made a trip to Stark 
Brothers Orchards at Louisiana, Missouri to 
learn all they could. 


Farm supplies were bought through a local 
community buying club so the farmers could 
take advantage of quantity prices. 


Farming in the area was very diversified, 
peaches, apples, grapes, strawberries, sweet 
potatoes, tomatoes, potatoes, and other truck 
crops. That way the farmer had an income 
throughout the year. 


Many of the farmers also raised wheat -— 
and thrashing time was always a time of hard 
work — followed by gaiety. All the farmers 
helped each other, going from farm to farm. 
The farmer’s wife cooked for the whole crew 
— then in the evening the wives and children 
came over and a grand time was had by all. 
In those days a crew of 20 men was required. 
Today 1 thrashing machine and one man do 
the job in about a day. 


CLIFF CAVE 
One place within 
the Oakville district 
probably known by 
many more than the 
community ot QOak- 
Ville tbselp vist CliiL 
Cave. It is known by 
many groups of dit- 
ferent ages and eras, 
such as the present 
day Boy "Scouts %— 
then on back to the 
furniture car picnics 
given by the different 
Turnvereins of South 
St. Louis. The turners always had a good time 
-—— pleanty of eats, beer, and Dutch pull-outs 
(accordions). They would put their teams in 
Dr. Evans’ barn for the day, then the Evans 
family was invited to join in the festivities. 
Grandpa Fritschele, who will be remembered 
by some of the old timers, always attended, 
and always made a day of it. 


Cliff Cave has always been a flag stop 
Station, first on the Iron Mountain, then later 
on the Missouri Pacific. Dr. Evans recalls that 
it was dark when he had to catch the train 
going to St. Louis. He had to light a newspaper 
to signal the train to stop. The railroad fare 
was fourteen cents to Broadway station. 


An early plat of 1867 shows the Mississippi 
River at low water to be up near the railroad 
track. Steamboats would tie up at Cliff Cave 
near the railroad tracks. A steamboat named 
the “Crystal City” sank not far from there. In 
1890 there was no accretion ground or bottom 
land from Cliff Cave southward for several 
section lines. The accretion must have formed 
in about five or six years, adding thirteen acres 
to the Evans’ original plot of ground which 
was acquired in 1897. 


Cliff Cave is still a place of much activity 
today. It had added a large swimming pool 
to its many attractions. 


WHEN COUNTY WATER CAME to OAKVILLE 


There was the time when the truck farmers 


around Oakville planted their gardens and 
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Reading from Left to Night, Yop Row: 
WILLIAM HACKMANN, D. MUND - Cliurch Board and School Board, LOUIS TANZBERGER - 5S 
School Board, WILLIAM WINHEIM, Sk... JOHN SCHNEIDER - Post Master, GEORGE METZGER, Jt 
| NER - Church Board, FRED UTHOFF - School Board, HERMAN UTHOFF, PHILIP MUENCH, JACOB 
BURG, FRANK MUELLER, HENRY G. SCHULTE, GEORGE WEINREICH. | 
Reading from Left to Right, Second Row: ' 
FRED SCHWAAB, SR. - Constable, WILLIAM WARMBRODT, FERDINAND HEINTZ, VICTOR B 
Reading from Left to Right, Third Row: 
‘i DAN WIND - School Board, Church Board, NICK TRAXLER, CONRAD MEYER, ANDREW SCH] 
HEINTZ, SR., NICK SIMON, PETER BECKER, SR., JACOB BAUMGARTENER, JOHN HEGER, GEO 
GEORGE EILER, PETER BECKER - School Board, PHILIP EILER, SR. | 
Reading from Left to Right, Fourth Row: : 
CASPER WIND, ALTON DAMM, WILLIAM C. LUTHER, SR. - Assessor, JOHN KASPER, HENRY 
Road Boss, School Board, JOHN FENDLER, JOHN KRUEGER, WILLIAM KRUEGER, JOHN LINSEM) 
GER, OSCAR TANZBERGER, GEORGE MEYER, JACOB MEYER. 
Reading from Left to Right, Fifth Row: 
JOHN MOTTE, PHILIP WALLDORFF, ADOLPH WARMBRODT, SR. - Church Board, L. STELL, 


- Justice of the Peace, School Board for 35 Years, JOHN GEBHARDT, JR. - School Board, WILLIAM D 
of Farmer’s Club, LOUIS DIETZ. 
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“NN, J. AUER, PETER BERNARD - School Board, JOSEPH W. BUSCH - School Board, FRED TANZBER- 
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looked for a cloud in the cloudless bluc sky. 
That was the era when the housewife turned 
the waterpump only to have a spvutine of 
bottom dregs squirt into the washtubs on 
washday. No rain, no water. That was at the 
very first when the house, the barn, and every 
shed roof slanted drops of the precious rainfall 
off into cisterns, ponds, and rainbarrels. : 


Then when the fast moving, distance- 
covering trucks came into use, and the Mera- 
mec River and a few deep wells and springs, 
offered pure tresh water, the merchants Win- 
heim and Benack bought large water tanks 
for their trucks and went into the water haul- 
ine business on the sideline. During the hot 
dry summer months they were kept busy, but 
at the very best this method of “raining” was 
inadequate and expensive. 


That old saying “no one likes the weather, 
but nothing is ever done about it,” was said 
by someone who never met George Weinreich. 
For along about 1936 Mr. Weinreich decided 
so.nething should be done about the hot rain- 
less days of summer around Oakville. He alone 
couldn’t do anything but he knew exactly 
the right man to approach for help — Judge 
Schumacher. 


The judge started the ball rolling. He sent 
‘@ convincing speaker to Oakville to talk to 
“the people. As might be expected there were 
many deaf ears, but after more talks, Mr. 
Weinreich had succeeded in doing something 
about filling in the gaps until the rains came. 
County water was brought out to Oakville. 
Sprinkler systems were installed the run of 
the garden lengths. And the hot biting sun 
fost much of its seething sting after a night 
of drinking man-made rain, the plants stood 
ready for what the day might bring. 


~ 


REPORT ON GROWTH OF 
OAKVILLE FIRE PROTECTION 


Prior to the time Mehlville incorporated 
the Fire District in 1954, Oakville had been 
protected by volunteers from the Mehlville 
Fire Department located at Lindbergh Blvd. and 
Lemay Ferry Rd. In 1954 the Mehlville Fire 


Protection District had been voted and approved 
by the voters of the District. At that time the 
district started hiring tull-time firemen. 

In 1956 a bond issue had been approved 
lor three new engine houses and equipment. In 
November of 1957 the new engine houses in- 


~ cludine’ the Oakville house was put into service. 


Soon atter the engine houses were put in ser- 
vice the residents of Oakville heard the wailing 
of the house siren and could feel Oakville an 
up-rising and growing community. The resi- 
dents welcomed the firemen moving into the 
community. The engine house located in Oak. 
ville has answered approximately 200 alarms 
since in service. 


A later model pumper will soon be placed 
in service in the Oakville engine house. At the 
present time, the engine house has six men 
assigned to the fire service working twenty- 
four hr. shifts and each man working a total 
of eighty-four hrs. a week. Each crew has an 
officer which is under the command of Chief 
Clifford Zelch whose office is at No. 1 house 
at Lindbergh and Lemay Ferry Rds. 


Since the engine house has been put into 
service, the fire losses have dropped consid- 
erably and residents of Oakville are looking 
forward to a lower insurance rate which will 
be possible as soon as more hydrants are in 
service in the Oakville area. 
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One of the last community efforts was the 
scrap drive during World War Il. People 
scrounged the neighborhood — going into 
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ravines, wooded areas, etc., to get old farin 
equipment, auto, bedsprings, anything metal. 
Everybody got on the band wagon and piled 
the scrap high in the Point School yard. 


For their whole-hearted efforts they re- 


ceived a Citation for the large amount of 
scrap collected. 
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Some of the children from the area march- 
ed in the Parade downtown and inscribed their 
names on a bomb. 


The area not only led in scrap collection 
but Point School led the state for a school 
of its size, in sales of war bonds. Several other 
citations were also received for the sale of 
war bonds. 


BUSINESS CARRIED ON BY 
SUCCESSIVE GENERATIONS 


Many businesses were started in Oakville, 
but of them all, only three have been handed 
down from father to son, and are still thriving 
- businesses today. 


BUSSEN QUARRIES 

The Bussen family has been in the Oak- 
ville community since about 1860. John William 
Bussen, grandfather, came from Hanover, Ger- 
many in about 1840 in a sailboat which re- 
quired about three months. He landed in New 
Orleans and made the trip up the Mississippi 
River to St. Louis in a row boat. In 1881 they 
settled permanently, buying ten acres on the 
mainland at Quarantine, known now as Koch 
Hospital. This boat-stop was called Quarantine 


because all passengers coming up the river 
were required to disembark until it was ascer- 
tained that they were not yellow fever carriers. 
The Bussens also bought Carols Island which 
comprised 105 acres, for the fine timber wood 
on it. 


It was about 1895 that the second gener- 
ation, Albert Bussen, took over the business, 
At first the quarry did business with the river’ 
only, furnishing rip-rap for river control. Then 
a one mule dump cart hauled the rock onto 
the barge where the pulling of one bolt let 
the bottom fall out of the cart for unloading 
of the rock. As late as 1914, a week’s output 
with sledge hammer, pick and shovel, and 
crowbar was about 700 ton. Now with the lat- 
est stone crusher the daily output is as much 
as 3000 tons. In 1920 the first Model T. Ford 
was used to load rock onto the barge. 


In the good old days they used black pow- 
der to blast. It took three men ten hours to 
drill a ten-foot blast hole two inches in dia- 
meter. Now one man running the latest driller, 
can drill a three inch hole eighty feet deep in 
one hour. The black powder exploded at 3000 
feet per second, the fractures spreading in 
straight lines. Today’s dynamites explode about 
20,0G0 feet a second and it fractures the solid 
stone in all directions. 


In 1926 the third generation took over the 
quarry business, with Albert J. Bussen as 
president. In 1928 the Missouri Pacific R. R. 
called on Mr. Bussen to furnish rock for bal- 
last-road bed material for the track they were 
building at Gray Summit. Mr. Bussen realiz- 
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ing that they could never fill the order by - 


hand, bought the first crusher. With the power- 
ful crusher the quarry could furnish about 500 
tons a day to the railroad. 


During the Second World War, Mr. Bussen 
was called upon to rescue St. Louis for some 
thing that might have proved as disastrous 
as the bomb of the enemy. 


It was during the great flood when the 
high water was threatening the railroad that 
furnished coal for Union Electric, St. Louis’ 
source of power, at Cahokia. The quarry rushed 
the necessary stones to the scene to reinforce 
‘the railroad against the lashing water. During 
the Kansas City flood a few years ago, Mr. 
Bussen was again called to the rescue. He 
rushed 500 carloads — 60 tons per load — of 
rock to the scene so that the railroad bed 
could be rebuilt and reinforced. 


And now at the loading dock stands a 
line of barges ready to float 1500 tons of rock 
to Memphis, and 600 tons to Beardstown. 


OAKVILLE’S BLACKSMITH SHOP 

Businesses have come and gone in Oak- 
ville, but when the Yaeger blacksmith shop 
opened its doors in 1888 it had come to stay. 
William Yaeger had his first shop near where 
the St. Paul’s church now stands. It was at 
that location for 12 years. Then in 1900 it was 
moved a block south on Telegraph Road to its 
present location. Horse shoeing and wagon- 
making seemed to go hand-in-hand at that 
time. A good horse-shoer was known for miles 


up and down the road, and a good wagon- 
maker had a path beaten to his door. Then a 
wagon could be built for about $150.00. The 
wheels and axles were the most difficult to 
make. Wagons were built only in the winter 
when there was little other work coming in. 


By the time the present proprietor, Her- 
bert Yaeger, son of William Yaeger, took over 
the business in 1933, wagon making was on 
the way out. But there were many horses be- 
cause more people were moving into the com- 
munity. Blacksmiths just as other businesses 
had their busy days. Rainy days, icy weather, 
and election day brought good business to the 
smithery. Somedays 
he would shoe as 
many as 20 horses. 
Young unbroken 
horses were a bane to 
the business. The 
most unruly ones 
sometimes had to 
have their legs tied to 
their collars to pre- 
vent wild kicking. 
Gypsies were another 
bane when they were 
on® then marc.) nev 
came begging nails 
that they might do their own shoeing of their 
horses. Sometimes they would even beg for 
shoes to carry away to their camp. 


Today, horses have given way to automo- 
biles and tractors. But the Yaeger shop is 
still a busy place, for the pathway leading to 
a good mechanic is a wellbeaten pathway. 
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WINHEIWMS STORE 


The Winheims have been in business in 
Oakville since 1897. At the beginning it was 
Winheim Brothers, Otto and Emil. Store-keep- 
ing then was a far cry from what it is today. 
There were no such things as specialty shops. 
When you stepped inside a store you didn't 
have to step out again until you were decked 
out from top to toe ...and they would even 
furnish you transportation home — providing 
you were in the market for a wagon or bugey. 
Winheims had everything and there was a 
Sign saying so: “We have everything — and 
what we don’t have we'll get for you.” 


Along with everything else they handled 
went produce. They had about 10 drivers who 
stayed at the store, eating and sleeping. Farm- 
ers brought their produce to the store, got a 
ticket and wrote the amount in their commis- 
sion book. The produce was then loaded on 
the trucks. Sometimes the wagons were load- 
ed 20 trays high. 


prietor. 


The store was usually open until midnight. 
Atter the customers were gone the clerks had 
to get things ready for the next day. And that 


is when the present proprietor, Dewey Win- 
heim, son of Otto Winheim, received his earliest 
training toward becoming the longest-in-busi- 
ness-merchant in Oakville. His first duty was 
to see that coffee, sugar, rice, and navy beans, 
which were received in 100 pound sacks, were 
weighed and measured up into 25c, 50c and $1 
packages. It was also young Dewey’s duty to 
see that the farmers received their tickets for 
empty trays and boxes. 


It was in 1920 that Dewey became pro- 
Hours became shorter, 
began to come in packages, and the general 
store gradually became a modern food market. 
Fire has twice destroyed his store. But each 


merchandise 


time the business has been restored on a more 
modern and efficient basis. 
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LARGEST 
INDUSTRY | , 
IN 


OAKVILLE 


Union Electric Company’s Meramec Plant 
is the newest, largest, and most efficient in its 
system. The first unit, housing on 140,000 
kilowatt turbine generator, went into service 
in June, 1953. A second identical unit started 
rolling a year later. At the end of 1958, a third 
generating section was completed which doub- 
led the capacity of the plant. The three units 
now in operation have a combined capacity 
of 561,000 kilowatts. They are capable of pro- 
ducing more than 4,000,000,000 kilowatt hours 
a year —— nearly one-half of the system’s pres- 
ent total requirements. 


A fourth section, now under construction. 
will add an additional 350,000 kilowatts —- 
bringing the total generating capacity of the 
fourth section plant to more than 900,000 kilo- 
watts. The fourth section is expected to be in 
operation in 1961. 


Not only is Meramec Union Electric’s 
largest plant, but it is by far the most efficient. 
It takes 2.2 pounds of coal to generate a kilo- 
watt hour at the company’s old Ashley Plant, 
the the more modern Cahokia requires 1.45 
pounds. The first two units at Meramec need 
only nine-tenths of a pound to produce a 
kilowatt hour, while the two new units will 
reduce this requirement to about four-fifths 
of a pound. 


When the fourth unit is in operation it 
will use an estimated million tons of coal a 
year. The total coal consumption of the four 
unit plant is expected to exceed 2,600,000 tons 
annually. All four stacks at Meramec will be 
equipped with the latest model electrostatic 
fly ash precipitators, guaranteed to remove at 


least 97.5% of all solid particles in the stack 
discharge. 

Completion of the third unit at Meramec 
brought the total cost of the plant to $86,000,000. 
The fourth unit, now under construction, will 
cost an estimated $50,000,000. 

Meramec is one of seven Union Electric 
power plants, which include five steam gener- 
ating stations and two hydro-electric plants. 
The Union Electric system services more than 
650,000 customers in 19,000 square miles of 
territory along the Mississippi and Missouri 
rivers in Missouri, Illinois, and Iowa. 


OAKVILLE FARMER’S CLUB 
The Oakville Farmer’s Club claims the 
distinction of being the second oldest organi- 
zation of its kind in the United States. Two 
years before the Oakville club was formed, a 
similar organization was organized by the 
farmers of Utica, N. Y. The object of the Oak- 


ville Club in organizing was to try and obtain 


better market facilities for the products of 
the farmer, to encourage better and more up- 
to-date farming and agriculture in all branches 
and to develop the social welfare of the com- 
munity at large. 

The records show that Farmer’s Clubs 
existed in Oakville since 1866. However the 
official Oakville Farmer’s Club was first begun 
in 1872 with the following men serving as offic- 
ers, William Weinreich, President, Henry J. 
Schulte, Secretary, and Nic Heger as Treas- 
urer. The first meetings were informal and 
held at the homes of various members. By 
1873 regular monthly meetings were begun. 
At a meeting on April 5, 1874 a Constitution 
and By-Laws were adopted by the Club. At 
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that time various books on agriculture and 
farming were purchased and a library was 
formed for the benefit of the members. 

In April 1875, the club bought four acres 
of land from Michael Tanzberger, and later 
built a club building. 

In 1876 shares of $5 each were issued by 
the Club to raise money to erect buildings and 
pay for the club’s property, but it was not until 
1887 that permanent buildings were built and 
shares were sold again for that purpose. 

On November 12, 1885 Mr. William Dorst, 
Sr., with Judge John Crecelius, and Louis Tanz- 
berger, appeared before Circuit Court, as peti- 
tioners, and had granted a pro forma decree 
of incorporation. 

In 1885, Dr. Samuel J. Will was elected a 
member of the Club. He was elected president 
in 1894 and held that office for the next 20: 
years. During his tenure of office other officers 
also rendered valuable and faithful service. 
Judge John Crecelius, Treasurer, Henry C. 
Schulenberg as Recording Secretary, August 
Schulenberg, Collector, and Joseph W. Busch 
as Corresponding Secretary. These men had 
been continuously re-elected to their respective 
offices for a period of over 25 years. 

The first Strawberry Exhibition was held 
in May, 1888, when premiums were awarded 
for the best varieties of fruit. In August, 1889, 
the Club started holding their Annual Exhibi- 
tion and Fair, Grain, vegetables, flowers, fruit, 
wine and all kinds of farm products as well 
as live stock and poultry, from all sections of 
the county were exhibited and awarded prem- 
iums. They were held annually until the year 
1901. 

In April 1890, the death benefit of a mem- 
ber was raised from $50 to $100. 

During 1891 the club built an addition to 
the north side of their Hall, intended for use 
as a bar and saloon. In the same year the 
Annual Thanksgiving Ball was held. 

The Oakville Farmer’s Club more or less 
directed the affairs of the community. When- 
ever something that affected the community, 
either pro or con, was about to take place, the 
members got together and acted upon it. If 
it was decided that the majority would be 
adversely affected, such as by the erection of 
a garbage disposal unit in 1909 near Jefferson 
Barracks, the Club got busy and did what was 


needed to block the erection of such a project. 
Electricity and later water were brought into 
the community because of the efforts of work- 
ing members of the organization. 

Better marketing facilities for the farmers 
was the constant goal of the organization. 

Early in 1914 another addition was made 
to the Hall, and the finest and largest Hall 
with the best hardwood dance loor in St. Louis 
County was erected. Excavation for the build- 
ing was done by Winheim Bros. of Oakville. The 
contractor was a man from the city. All the 
money was paid for the hall except $3000. The 
Contractor demanded his money immediately 
or he would have the Hall sold. The bank gave 
him the names of 32 member’s of the Farmer’s 
Club who were property owners. If each of 
these members would sign a $200 note, the bank 
would lend them the money to pay off the 
$3000. Henry Schulenberg and Bill Luther went 
around to the farmers and got their signatures. 
Later the organization held Fairs to make 
enough money to pay off the notes. 

The corner-stone laying of the New Hall 
was celebrated on July 11, 1914 with a Grand 
Barbecue and Ball. The dedication of the Hall 
was in May 30, 1915, in conjunction with the 
Annual Strawberry Exhibit. 

The Hall continued to be used for commu- 
nity affairs, for school picnics, for gatherings 
of all sorts until it burned down on Sept. 6, 
1943. It is fondly remembered by the people 
of Oakville as the gathering place of the Com- 
munity. 


Picture of early Fair Committee 


Reading from left to right: Emil Early, John Crecelius, 


- Bill Dorst, Jake Scheoneman, Adolph Warmbrodt, Henry Schul- 


enberg, Jullus Yaeger, Dr. Will, Ed. Benack. 
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THE COMMUNITY _... THE PEOPLE 


A community is as strong or as weak as 
the people who live in it. Oakville had many 
people interested in her progress, interested 
in making this community a good place to live. 
In digging out facts for the historical section 
of the book we came across many interesting 
things. We found the people were strong, the 
people were active, the people were the history, 
the background, the backbone of the whole 
community. The community’s history isn’t 
just dates, important events, firsts, etc. — but 
it’s the people behind them that made the 
whole thing possible. 


DO YOU REMEMBER? 
What Did these Men have in Common? 


by Herbert Yaeger 


George Bailey, Harry Busch, Henry Ball- 
horn, Ed Duncan, Pete Duncan, John Duschiek, 
Edward Fisher (Ear Ring), Chas. Hoesht, 
Herman Hensler, Ernst Hartet, Victor Hansen, 
Herb Helston, Jacob Koelbel, Henry Koch, Jack 
Koch, John Lange (Long John), Henry Meyer 
(One Eye Henry), Joe Mann, Stephen Mueller, 
Chas. Rohbottom (Smoky Charles), Jake 
Schuessler, John Sathoff, Adam Achroeder, 
Conrad Semlar, Christ Roxy, Joe Roxy, Christ 
Schelke, George Walters (Pennsylvania George) 
Stephan Schoboda, Al Weisenborn. 


Have you guessed the answer? They were 
all hired men. They worked for land owners in 
the community; sometimes a man worked all 
his life for one family. 


In those days hired men worked hard and 
long hours during the summer months for 15 
dollars a month. Then he would go to town to 
splurge. First he would buy himself a new outfit 
of clothing — 75 cents for overalls, 50 cents for a 
shirt, $1.50 for a pair of shoes. After that he felt 
free to stay in the saloon until he had spent 
every cent he had left. If at that time, the spirit 
of him was still in dire need of assistance, he 
began to sell his new clothing. 


Time after time some of the men would re- 


turn home minus their hard-earned pay, minus 


their new wardrobe, but with a story written in 
the red of their eyes and noses. Is that perhaps 
where “in debt” got its name of ‘in red?” 


AS FAR AS KNOWN ... 


Oldest living man in Oakville area — Her- 
man Kaiser - 88 yrs. May 18, 1871. Oldest living 
woman in Oakville area — Mrs. Oscar Tanzber- 
ger, age 90; April 29. 


One of the men most active in the com- 
munity for many years was Dr. Samuel J. 
Will. Besides being the family doctor to most 
folks around here, he gave generously of his 
time and money to all community efforts, 
and worked hard to make Oakville a better 
place to live. Like Oakville, he too would cele- 
brate a centennial this year for he was born on 
April 3, 1859. 

as 4k 4%: 

Butcher Kate was a familiar sight in the 
old days. She had an old buggy, and lots of 
dogs that went along with her. She’d come 
down Telegraph Road on a hot summer day 
with a side of beef. A farmer or his wife would 
hail her. She’d jump down off the wagon, pull 
outa big chopping block, throw it on the ground, 
flop the side of beef on it, and get down on her 
knees and hack off a chunk. You could buy 
a big round steak for a quarter, and then she’d 
give the buyer a big chunk of bologna free. 
When she got down to Point School she gave 
the kids all a treat of bologna. Or if there was 
no school the kids generally got a piece or so 
of liver for fishing from Butcher Kate. 


Refrigerators were unknown in those days. 


In the winter the haulers would go to Wein- 


reich’s pond and saw ice, haul it back to the ice 
house, and then pack it with sawdust to keep 
it from melting. The ice house was 60 ft. high, 


30 foot below ground and 30 foot out of the 


eround. Then during the summer people could 
get ice from the community ice house. Many 
farmer's had their own ponds however, and they 
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sawed their own ice during the winter and stored 
it for summer use. 
3 ik ik 

Other Firsts in the Oakville area: 

First wagon maker in Oakville — Eble. 

First Blacksmith in Oakville — Jake Hoff- 
man. 

Ist auto in Oakville belonged to Mr. Mott. 

Ist steamer belonged to Oscar Tanzberger. 

1st Commission hauling was done by Fred- 
die Mueller and Eddie Benack — 1895. 

Ist ice route — “Fat” Shaper and his broth- 
er about 1920. 

lst switchboard was at Winheims. 

Squire Crecelius and the Tanzbergers were 
among the first to have a telephone. 

2 * : 

Grandpa Fritzley bought 25 acres, with a 
house on it for $2,500. 10 acres were on the bluff 
and there were 15 acres of bottom land. He 
wanted to sell the 15 acres of bottom land for 
$1,800, so he got 10 acres of ground and a house 
tor $600. However the man he wanted to sell it 
to was going to put up a garbage disposal unit 
—so it was decided it wouldn’t be such a good 
idea after all. However the men of the past gen- 
eration were shrewd business men. 

aie * % 

Mr. Franklin Motte courted Mrs. Motte 
from 1907 to 1914. He lived in near the Barracks 
and she lived in Oakville. His transportation 
was bicycle. He wore out 3 bicycles wooing 
Margaret. She must have been the hard to get 
one! 

* * 

Miss Emma Meyer, school teacher from 
Oakville, recalled that at different times she 
has squeamishly encountered the Black Maria 
taking smallpox patients to the quarantine post 
at Koch Hospital (early 1900’s). Miss Meyer also 
recalled having encountered the calvary march- 
ing in proud’ formation to and from the Bar- 
racks, the hooves of the war steads clicking with 
thrilling unison to the squeaking of the polished 
saddles. 

oe * ak 

Ed Earley was the only man from Oakville 
to be elected Constable. All in all he was a police 
officer for about 28 years. He was one of the 
first 50 men to be selected to the State Highway 
Patrol when it was first formed in 1934. 


The bridge across the Meramec was also 
made possible because of the alertness of mem- 
bers of the community. There was a proposal 
that the bridge be built further north. When the 
tax committee, consisting of George Weinreich, 
John Becker, and Mr. Feltz heard about the 
proposal they got busy and worked for the bridge 
to cross the Meramec at Telegraph Road. They 
had a mass meeting at the Hall. Because of their 
efforts the Bridge was built at Telegraph Road 
across the Meramec River. The Bridge is 1,179 
feet and 5 inches long and cost $226,997.33. 


Mr. Franklin Motte tells about crossing it 
before it was finished — on the cat walk. Mr. 
Fred Beyes was with him. They got across fine, 
but when they wanted to get back the guard 
came out and refused to let them cross again. 
After considerable argument — the guard still 
won, and Mr. Motte and Mr. Beyes waded the 
Meramec to get back to Oakville side. 


YESTERDAY’S ENTERTAINMENT 
What did people do without radio, tele- 
vision, shows, the modern fast moving pace of 
today. They had FUN. 


For instance there was the wooden shoe 
dance. Many of the farmers worked in the fields 
in wooden shoes, slipping them off before com- 
ing into the house. They wore these shoes also 
for dancing. An accordion was hired by a group 
gathered at a farmhouse, a lively tune was 
started, and once the rhythm was established 
in tune with wooden shoes, the accordion play- 
er went on to the next house. Sometimes the 
musicians were called on to start three or four 
parties on their merry way in one evening. One 
accordion player much sought after was Freddy 
Miller, and of equal renown was the violin play- 
er, George Bailey. And for the giving of their 
talents for the entire evening they received the 
sum of $2.00. 


Tarpaulin dances were another form of en- 
tertainment. A tarpaulin was stretched tight 
and made an ideal dance floor. One of the pop- 
ular dances was on on the order of our square 
dancing of today — complete with caller. Jap- 
anese lanterns strung around the tarpaulin 
with a candle in each gave the light. 


At some of the large parties Otto Winheim, 
major merchant in the area, gave out cigars. 
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They had a big party at Henry Schierhoff’s 


place. Light was furnished by a big tank of gas. 


and a torch burner. Ed Earley remembers that 
party quite well. He was just a little shaver, but 
he got one of the free cigars. He lit it like the 
men did at the gasoline torch, and ‘ran like the 
devil” out behind the barn. His sister told his 
Dad. When he came back into the party pun- 
ishment was swift and he flew through two 
doors. 


IN THE GOOD OLD DAYS 


Money wasn’t so important. If you wanted 
to do anything, for instance roof your barn, 
you went out and bought the material, told & or 
6 of your neighbors, and the next day or so they 
brought their hammers and saws and went to 
work. The women of the house cooked a big 
meal, and in the evening the wives and families 
all came over and you had a party. Next time 
your neighbor needed something done, you went 
over and helped him. As Mr. Weinreich said, 
“A neighbor is worth more than a dozen people 
across the seas.” 


Prices for everything were low. Farmers 
paid their labor 75c a day and room and board 
during the summer months. During the winter 
months they grubbed ground and the rate of pay 
was $15 an acre for this work. Whiskey could be 
bought for $1 a gallon. Whiskey was important 
in those days. As the men worked in the fields, 
especially during thrashing time, they mixed 
the whiskey with their drinking water. Not all 
farm families had the same type of water, some 
used cisterns, some used wells, and the whiskey 
_ helped purify the water. 


People didn’t know what hospitals were. 
When one of the family got sick, neighbors came 
in to take care of them. The first doctor in the 
neighborhood was Dr. Nollau. Later Dr. Will 
took over. He was a doctor for many years. Mid- 


wives helped deliver babies at home, then stay- 
ed for a week or more to take care of the new 
mother and child, and cook and do for the fam- 
ily. Her fee? $10 if she could get it, $8 if that’s 
all you could afford — and some old timers 
claim she’d even help out for less than that ir 
she thought you really needed it. 


FRAUENVAREIN 


Ist Row - Left to Right: Mrs. Emil. Early, Mrs. Herman Beyes, 
Mrs. Oscur Tanzberger, Mrs. William Yaeger, Mrs. Jule Yaeger, 
Mrs, Henry MartinJ, Mrs. Wim. Warmbrodt, Mrs. Charles Becker, 
Mrs Phillin Heintz, Sr., Mrs. Jacob Schoenemann, Mrs. F. 
Uthoff, Rev. Knicker, Mrs. Fred Tanzberger, Standing just in 
front of post on right side, Mrs. George Weinreich, Mrs. Meta 
Beyes. 


Bottom Row - Right to Left: Mrs. Louis Beyes, Mrs. Philip 
Ziimetrmuann, Mrs. Henry Luther, Mrs. Henry Schmidt, Mrs. 
Joe Busch, Mrs. Henry Schiterhoff, Mrs. Conrad Meyer, Mrs. 
George Meyer, Mrs. Andrew Schuman, Mrs. Ernest Petgold, 
Mrs William Dorst, Mrs. Emma Dletz. 


POINT SCHOOL KITCHEN BAND 


“THE SCHMIDT FAMILY” 

The Rev. Dr. Henry Schmitz, his wife 
Christina (Schmidt) Schmitz and Daughter 
Martha, came to America from Germany about 
1860 and settled in Oakville, residing on Old 
Baumgartner Road. Rev. Schmitz was one of 
the first Evangelical Pastors to conduct serv- 
ices in the St. Paul’s Evangelical Church which 
was in St. Paul’s Cemetery. He was also an M.D. 


The Grandson (Adolph Schmidt) and his» 
Wife Elizabeth still reside in the old Homestead 
on Erb Road and some of the third and fourth 
peneration are still residents of Oakville. 
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